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Older Americans Act 2006 
 
Background:  
The Older Americans Act (OAA), first enacted in 1965, provides older adults with the opportunity to live 
independently, at home, as long as possible, by providing a range of services to both older adults and caregivers. 
This act forms the backbone of the Atlanta region’s Aging Network which serves over 50,000 individuals annually. 
The OAA is currently up for reauthorization. 
 
The OAA leverages local dollars. Every year local governments match federal funds dollar for dollar and in some 
cases $2 for every dollar. As intended in its initial design, the Older Americans Act provides the seed money to spur 
local innovation, tailoring services to meet the specific needs of older adults in the unique context of their 
neighborhood. 
 
As the Area Agency on Aging, the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) is responsible for planning and delivering 
services to the region’s rapidly growing older adult population. ARC leverages OAA funds with state and local dollars 
to serve the community needs of older adults through local governments and nonprofit organizations. 
 
Current Status: 
May 1st the House Committee on Education and the Workforce dropped a draft bill- the Senior Independence Act of 
2006. May 10th the Senate Committee on Health, Employment, Labor and Pension released a draft bill. Discussion is 
moving quite quickly on Capitol Hill and a final bill could emerge before the Memorial Day recess. 
 

Draft Bill: 
The Atlanta Regional Commission applauds the House and Senate Committees for advancing many key concepts 
and visions that will modernize the Older Americans Act. Both draft bills promote: 

• individual choice 
• self-directed care 
• evidence based programming 

• long term care counseling 
• cross sector planning to prepare local communities for the 

impending demographic shift 
 
ARC strongly supports the Senate bill’s inclusion of a new Federal Interagency Coordinating Committee to better 
prepare for and meet the needs of the growing older adult population. 
 
Our experience in the Atlanta region has proven that good, comprehensive planning that integrates all aspects of 
local government operations and community life can create the streets, neighborhoods, parks and houses that allow 
older adults to remain in the community as long as possible. Atlanta has also been on the forefront of integrating 
health and wellness activities across services for older adults, realizing the benefits and cost savings of healthy, 
active older adults.  
 
ARC’s Concerns: 
The draft bill contains no new programs or mandates. ARC’s concern is that if both the programs are kept stagnant 
the and funding is cut (as proposed) during this reauthorization, we lose the unique opportunity we have now. By the 
time the bill is reauthorized again, the baby boomers will already be turning 65 and communities across the country 
will be in midst of the most significant demographic change our country has ever faced.  
 
ARC’s Recommendations:  

• Permanently Establish Aging and Disability Resource Centers in the OAA 
• Clearly identify AAA’s and Title VI agencies as the entities through which the state would operate evidence 

based programs 
• Create a stronger mandate for AAAs to engage with local governments in comprehensive planning 
• Increase funding for Health and Wellness Services by an additional $50 million 
• Increase funding for Older Americans Act programs by 10% 


